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Sketches from a Private Letter, 8Cc. 



[Dec. 



joy all these, and probably I have 
told yon nothing new. Accept, 
however, the best and warmest 
Wishes, of jour affectionate mother. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



SKETCHES FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 

CHELTENHAM is a delightful 
spot which unites all an invalid 
can desire — beautiful scenery, pure 
air, fine climate, easy habits, and 
the most pleasing style of villa ar- 
chitecture. Cheerful, light, and 
airy habitations, between the cot- 
tage and the villa, are sprinkled in 
all directions through one continued 
garden. 

In our way home we passed a day 
at Gloucester, and heard a morning 
concert of sacred music, given fur 
a charitable purpose, in the beauli- 
lul Gothic cathedral. This is a truly 
rational amusement, polished, pure, 
and dignified. It ones nothing to 
the glare of tapers, the false spirits 
of the evening hour, the splendor 
of ornaments, or any theatrical il- 
lusion. The performance of Handel's 
Dead March in Saul was singularly 
affecting, and as the double drum 
echoed, reverberated, aitd died a- 
way along the aisles, it had to the 
imagination all the effect ot cannon 
amongst distant hills, while tlie 
sound of the wind instiumeiits float- 
ed through the lofty loot with the 
most plaintive sweetness. 



7i tit Prvft Uteri tf tke Btl/ait Magttzimt. 



TOtbe Memoirs of Dr. Jebb, late- 
ly published in your Magazine, 
it might have been added, that Capel 
Loth, esq. thus concludes a short 
biographical sketch of that excellent 
character. 



" On the 9th of March Dr. Jebh's 
remains were followed by a numer- 
ous attendance of friends to his pri- 
vate and public virtues, to the mo- 
dest and decent place of their in- 
terment, Bunhili he Ids, in ground 
not assuming to be hallowed by the 
rites of consecration, and near to the 
spot wh,ere Milton breathed his* last. 
I then saw the illustrious appear- 
ing with added dignity; every or- 
der in the state joining in the spon- 
taneous tribute ; distinctions in re- 
ligion or in party absorbed in more 
enlarged considerations ; Wales, 
Ireland, America, solemnizing by 
the presence of their sons, the obse- 
quies of the equal friend to the 
rights of mankind through every 
part of the globe; and every eye 
and bosom giving an open testimony 
on the termination of a life devoted 
to truth, freedom, and every best 
interest of human society. I will 
close with hoping that the occasion 
of this solemnity will excite a last- 
ing and active contemplation of his 
virtues; and call us from our una- 
vailing, though natural and just re- 
gret, to the admiration and praise 
that must accompany h:s iidine, 
while there is patriotism or sense of 
goodness upon the earth ; and to the 
idea of that felicity prepared for 
sucb faculties, so exerted and im- 
proved ; and, in so fan as the pow- 
ers severally allotted to us will ex- 
tend, our best and most useful tribute 
to his memory must be in the imi- 
tation of his conduct. His great 
rule of action, that ' no effort is lost,' 
wilt never tail us, while we look to 
principles regardless of present dis- 
appointment." 

The character of Dr. Jebb has 
been exhibited so fully to your 
readers, that any farther delineation 
may appear unnecessary, yet the 
following observations extracted 
from an original manuscript con- 
taining " theological propositions 
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and miscellaneous observations, with 
general maxims of reason and re- 
ligion," on which he probably in- 
tended to enlarge ui some future pe- 
riod, had his valuable life been pro 
longed, tend so much lo shew in an 
amiable point of view, the inmost 
recesses of his heart, that I tru-t 
they will not be misplaced in your 
pages. 



A man should be intrepid in his 
religious opinions. Fear withdraws 
the succours of reason. Religious 
awe weakens the power of (he mind. 
Hence, all the errors from thissource. 
Fear guilt, fear to displease the 
Almighty, but be intrepid and 
bold in every other matter i elating 
to religion. 

Virtue the principle of republics. 
Fear of God, that of a theocracy. 
The Troglodytes did not seek a king 
till the public virtue began to grow 
feeble. And the Israelites did not 
seek a king till they were corrupt- 
ed. No objection, therefore, can 
be made to the Israelitish policy. 

The natural liberty of man con- 
sists in having a will to act, and an 
exemption from alt restraints, aris- 
ing from defects in the instrument of 
action, such as in hands, feet, from 
palsies, &c. as well as from the re- 
straints arising from natural external 
circumstances. 

Political liberty, when there are 
no restraints from men. 

Moral liberty, when I have the 
will to act, and am not restrained 
by the prevalence of bail habits, 
which prevent that state of imr.d 
trom beiiii" followed by actions or 
muscular motions. In this sense, 
every vicious man is really, and 
without a figure, a slave. 

True religion, suys Dr. Withers. 
poon, is nothing else but an inward 
temper and outward conduct, suited 
to our state and circumstances in 
providence at any time. 

bELFAST MAG. NO. LXXVI1. 



Price, on the question, shall we 
know each other hereafter ? Or on 
the junction ot virtuous men in the 
heavenly slate, appears to me to 
have proved his point ; and 1 do not 
know any consideration half so ani- 
mating. It gives us an hold of fu- 
turity ; ni.ikes it desirable, by giving 
us an object of desire: in which, it 
makes futurity a continuation of ex* 
istence with our present associations 
of the social kind. This deserves 
much and frequent consideration ; 
it is sufficient to convert a person. 
The human heart is animated by 
the idea; a comfonable idea. 'Lu- 
ther held it. See his words in bleidan 
when he died. 

Dni*>oiietLi,,Jn his treatise upon 
virtues and rewards, has the follow- 
ing division of the virtues. First, 
praise to those who produce the sup- 
ports of life ; the second, to remove 
evils; the third, conveniences with 
the queen of genuine pleasures; the 
fourth, lo relieve satiety by opening 
the treasures of fancy. This most 
admirable. Agriculture the first. 

Differences of style should be as 
the differences of dress in a prudent 
mistiess of a family. One dress, 
when in domestic duties; another, 
when she receives visitors ; a third, 
when she visits. 

" The most eft'ectu il way to over- 
throw error is to esUibiioh iruih." 

To a person who believes a God, 
an hereafter approves itself credible. 
Such a being as man, may bay, 
" thou canst raise me, O m> Cieator; 
and as thou hast given me a n,in J 
capable of knowing tliee, 1 trust that 
if I imitate thy go,ciiiess, thou wilt 
raise me." Ibis hope continued in 
tile gospel. 

It i-* a phasing reflection lo think 
that, by exercise and reading, the 
human timid improves. Yet, i! it 
lades •* it languishes and dies for 
ever, what comfort in Hie improve- 
ment of our families, or by acting 

i i i 
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in support of religious liberty, and 
taking pains in the scriptures. But 
if we live again, then every improve- 
ment will remain, and it is worth 
while to increase in knowledge, and 
to improve in the moral and theopa- 
thetic affections of the soul 

The happiness of creatures who 
rise again, must he greater than that 
of creatures who have not undergone 
trouble. God wills the greatest hap- 
pints* ; ergo, there is reason to hope 
a resurrection. 

It is objected by philosophers, that 
religion applies a motive loo weak 
to turn the mind from vice in the 
moment of temptation. Were we to 
allow this in each particular in- 
stance, yet if we consider the force 
of virtuous habits, which religion a- 
Jone can form, we must allow her 
force to be great in forming the mor- 
al principle, which enables us to rise 
superior to'every vicious appetite* 
This deserves further reflection. 

How it may be with the minds of 
others, I cannot possibly say. Mine 
ranuot easily contemplate probabili- 
ty in a large number of independent 
argumei'-i, and form a judgment 
from the whole, lam too much af- 
fected by each subject in its turn, 
which «ets ttie entire possession of 
Tny numj, and leads me into scepti- 
cism. The best way, therefore, to 
have conviction on important points, 
and to guard against error, seems to 
be, to practise those molalities which 
are founded upon fact ; to cultivate 
t|ie secondary nfJec'ioiis; to engage 
in works which tend to increase hu- 
man happiness ; to aim at resigna- 
tion, a duty at all events; to read 
history j and to let opinions rise un- 
bidden to my mind, without those 
laborious exercises of the brain, of 
which the produce is atidity and 
scepticism. 

I have no occasion to be alarmed 
with this incapacity of drawing in- 
ferences, after painful reflection, 



upon important subjects. It is the 
case in every other matter, where 
previous doub's are wont to arise. 
Attend to the duties of life, respect- 
ing of parents, loving friends ; and 
seek the situation which is most a- 
gieeable to nature, (a country life, 
if not with childreu, yet with pu- 
pils.) and the convictions which na- 
ture warrants, will then arrive in their 
proper course. 12 July, 1773. 

When vice sometimes, in the mo- 
ment of temptations, appears the 
greater good, can I wonder that, in 
the moment of despondency, the 
worse should appear the betier rea- 
son ? Take the season of temper- 
ance, benevolence, and health, and 
the secondary affections will then 
point at truth; and nature, rightly 
conceived of, will lead to nature's 
God. 

Thanksgiving, and acts of re r 
situation, should form -the chief 
parts of our pious intercourse with 
the Deity. These may be defend- 
ed upon the scheme of philosophi- 
cal free will, or necessity, having 
God for its seurce. 

The following two maxims are the 
sum and substance of all practical 
religion. 1st. In those circumstan- 
ces which will not bend to our will, 
to rest resigned to the course of 
things, satisfied that they are direct- 
ed by the hand of Providence to thu 
general good. 2d, In those circum- 
stances which are influenced by our 
wills, to strive to confoim them to 
the general course of providence, 
i. e. aiming to direct them to the 
greatest good, and cherishing in our 
hearts the love of human kind. The 
foregoing maxims are the sentiments 
of my heart, in an hour when truih 
is most likely to prevail. 10th Oc- 
tober, 1773. 

If the Newtonian and Maclaurin- 
ian method of proving a Deity will 
not strike, every other method, or 
more complex proof, must fail. 
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The mind which rejects them mint 
reject every other species of proof, 
and is unable to comprehend any 
truth whatsoever. 

Natural religion teaches as to 
hope for an hereafter. Revelation 
assures us of it. Natural religion 
teaches us to hope, that if a man re- 
pent, God will pardon. Jesus pro- 
claimed remission of sins, i. e. he 
shewed, by (he fact of inviting men 
tu repent, that a conversion of the 
heart to God would be accepted by 
the Father of Mankind. I do not 
suppose that a person embracing 
Christianity without practising the 
virtues, would be happy ; but he 
was put in the way of making the 
proper atonement, by the authori- 
tative declaration of God's pardon 
in case of amendment. These, the 
tv»o grand purposes of Christ's coat- 
ing. 3 1st Dec. 1773. 

Women are nut dealt with justly 
by the laws of the land. All laws 
of inferiority should be repealed. 
Compact supposes equality. 
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REMARKS ON THE " QUESTION AND 
ANSWER, FROM THE OIANt's 
CAUSEWAY."* 

IX making a few remarks on this 
very extraordinary " question," 
and still more extraordinary " an- 
swer," I shall carefully avoid all 
sectarian controversy, and treat the 
subject on the most general prin- 
ciples of Christian religion. With 
the sincerest attachment to the 
cause of toleration and liberality, 
I am the more anxious that those 
mild doctrines should not be abus- 
ed, to the injury of truth, and to the 
discredit of religious inquiry. 



* See Belfast Magazine, Mo. 7 J, page 277. 



The " question" is raised on the 
supposition of an apparent contra- 
diction in doctrine, between the 
apostles, fathers, councils, popes, 
synods, and assemblies, on the one 
hand; and Jesus and reason,* on 
the other. The que$tion then is, 
with which should we endeavour to 
agree ? 

Whether this supposition of " So- 
crates the younger,' has reference 
in his mind to any actual case, we 
are not told ; but I think it due to 
the cause of truth and common 
sense, that such monstrous hypo- 
theses should be distinctly set aside. 
What are we to think of the imagi- 
nation, that Christ, of whose doc- 
trine we know little, but through 
the writings of the apostles, was yet 
contradicted or misunderstood by 
those very apostles, though tlicy 
were designed as the means of dif- 
fusing the knowledge of himself and 
his doctrine to the world? How 
shall we separate those parts of their 
writings, where our Saviour's own 
doctrine is given to us, from the er- 
roneous comments of the apostles 
by whom it is reported 'i Must we 
admit nothing for genuine Christ iani - 
ty, but the four gospels ; or, aro 
we certain that the apostles of 
Christ were not commissioned by 
him to deliver any thing beside*, 
as a part of th? deposite of faith '■ 
To imagine till the lathers, councils, 
popes, synods, and assemblies, agree- 
ing in an opinion contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ, is surely extra- 
vagant enough ; but, to suppose the 
apostles of Christ, on whom his 
promised spirit descended, to " guide 
them unto all the truth," to 
have mistaken the doctrines they 



* This qaaint expression struck ra? as 
novel ; and it may perhaps strike the read- 
er of a CJiriiliam taste, as forming rath r an 
unbecoming association with that uumt 
wAfca it oh*vt til napiii. 



